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ASSOCIATION OF een 


— er x ata _ 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


consizrine of thoſe which meet at Albford, Sand- | 
« 

hurſt, Smarden, Tenterden, and Folkflone, in KER x; 
and at Battle, Rye, Wivelsfield, Lewes, and Bright- 
helmflon, in SussSEX. 

PMAINTAINING the important Doctrines of Three equal Perſons in 

the Divine Efſence—Eternal, and Perſonal Election to Holineſs here, 
and eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and Depravity cf 
Mankind—Particular Redemption—Free Juſtification, by the im- 


puted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone Effecacious Grace in Regene- 
ration, and the perſeverance of the Saints to eternal Glory.) 
i 


ASSEMBLED ar RYE, 


The 15th and 16th Days of June, 1791. 
BREVIATES. 


Au the Meſſengers of the Churches met at three o'clock in the 
Meeting-houſe, and Brother Vue begun in prayer ; and after ſinging - 
P/alm exxxiii. C. M. Brother Yidler preached from Rom. iii. 21. in 
the room of Brother L/zy4, who did not attend; then the 94th Hymn 
of Watts's firft Book was ſung, and Brother Mid«!eztor concluded this 
ſervice in prayer. 
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The names of the Meſſengers were then called over :—Brother 
Vidler choſen the Moderator, and Brother Scott the Scribe. The Pre- 
liminaries of the Aſſociation were read, and alſo the Letters of the re- 


ſpective Churches in this connection; after which, Brother Yidler pray- 


ed, and * the Aſſembly at half paſt five Oclock. 


— — 
The Meſſengers met, purſuant to adjournment, at ſeven o'clock, ad 


Brother E/penett * in prayer. 


A letter was read "i the Church at Rotherfield, deſiring to be re- 
ſtored as a ahnen of the 9 and it was reſtored accordingly, 


Ihe Rotherfield begging-caſe was thought worthy of 8 
tion to thoſe churches which have not yet contributed to it. 


Mieſſengers from the Church at Beſell's Green preſented a letter 
agreeable to the requeſt of the laſt year, defiring to become a branch of 
our * and that Church was accordingly received. 


The Brethren Purdy, Copping, and Middleton were appointed to con- 
ſtitute a Committee of ke e 


3 8 from the Clarion Afociation in America, was read, and 
referred to the above Committee. 


© Brother Hanger prayed, and the Moderator adjourned the Aſembly 
at nine 0 kara 


The 1 met, purſuant to adjournment, at ſix o'clock on 
| Thurſday morning. 


- The Brethren Coe, Kennett, and Born nudes. 


The Circular Letter, which was drawn up by Brother L/oyd, was 
read, approved, and ordered to be printed, for the uſe of the Churches. 


| The Brethren , 4 Copping, and Middleton were appointed to in- f 
ſpect, correct, and ſuperintend the printing af Circular un 


Brother . 


ks 4 


Brother Purdy read a plan for an ¶ſociation- Fund, which was refer- 
red to the Committee of Correſpondence, to be communicated to the 
Churches, 


Brother Yidler prayed, and adjourned the Aſſembly at half paſt 
eight o'clock. 


Public warſhip began at ten o'clock, and was conducted in the fol- 
lowing order : Sung, Watts Book ii. Hymn 69—Brother Atwood 
prayed—Sung, Rippon, Hymn 366—Brother Wake preached from Amos, 
iii. 6—Sung, Rippon, g——Brother John Davis of Waltham Abbey, 
prayed——Sung, Watts i. 138. Brother Copping preached from 1/a, 
liv. 2—Sung, R/ppon, 426——Brother Middleton concluded in prayer. 


Adjourned at half paſt one o'clock. 


The Meſſengers met again at four o'clock. 


All the Churches in this connection, were deſired to communicate 
their ſentiments on the ſubject of the Aſſociation- Fund, by their Mei- 
ſengers, at the next meeting. a 


It was agreed that the Moderator ſhould ſign the Aſfociation-Book, 
in the name, and on the behalf of the whole Aſſembly. 


It was agreed to recommend the firſt Wedneſday in November next, 
as a day of Faſting and Prayer, to all the Churches. 


It was agreed to print the ſtate of the Churches diſtinctly, and par- 
vicularly, as the American Brethren do. 


It was agreed, that in future, the mg of the Churches, do 


meet by themſelves at the Inn. 


It was agreed that the next Aſſociation be held at Brighthelmflon in 
Suſſex, the firſt Tueſday and Wedneſday in June, 1792. 


It was agreed that Brother Purdy ſhould draw up the next Cr ular 
Letter, and that one of the following queſtions be recommended to his 
attention, as the ſubject of it, viz. 1. What are the beft evidence of 
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the grace of God in a believer's heart ? 2. What is the ſcriptural view 
of the covenants of Works and Grace ? 


Brother Lloyd was appointed to preach on the Tueſday evening ; and 
Brother Hanger on Wedneſday ; and, in caſe of failure, Brother At- 
00-4 and Brother Wake. 


Put up at the King and Queen, in North Row. 


The Moderator concluded in prayer, N 
| — — \ 
Brother Thomas Davis of Reading, preached a Sermon in the 
evening, from P/. li. 2, | 
g ] 
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C8014 
The State of the Aſſociated Churches of Kent and Suſſex, 


* 


1791. 
[Minifters* names are in alle.] 


; Addition. Diminution. | 
CHURCHES, MESSENGERS, |——yy——} — — 
| | pt. let. ſreſ. ſaſimſeæc -jdead|nb. 
ASHFORD, " - John Scott, - | 1]. 4 ' 
William Vidler, 
\ 3 1 William Attby, 116 „„ 
FOLKSTONE, - William Kennett, | | 
William Mills, 1 2 11 | 
| Thomas Purdy, 
DTH, = John Cook, 
John Lawrence, 111 I | 
| Joſeph Middleton, , | | 
LEWES, David Gilbert, | 
Matthew Hunter,, | 4 | 1 
William Copping, | 
SANDHURST, - Samuel Burt, 
Joſeph Fowle, - | 1 
* SMARDEN, - Thomas Wake, - | 3 | 1 21212 | 
Samuel Eſpenett, 
TENTERDEN, - - Thomas Tamkin,| 1 | 11245 
WIVELSFIELD, | - - Henry Booker, + 19 2 
BRIGHTHELMSTON, Thomas Vine, - | 5 ; x | 


g Tohn Stanger, | 
BESSELL's GREEN, { Joſeph Flacher, | sf 


ROTHERFIELD, - William Cot, = | 


Increaſe 25. 


The CIRCULAR LETTER. 


The Paſtors, Minifters, and Meſſengers, to the ſeveral Churches which 
they repreſent, ſend Chriſtian ſalutation. 
Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling ! 


HE gracious and merciful providence of our covenant God, hav- 
ing brought us together once more, as miniſters and meſſengers of the 
reſpective churches, whom we have the honor to repreſent ; we think 
it our duty to uſe every method, that may conduce to your ſpiritual 
profit and edification ; and as the diſcuſſion of ſome particular queſtion 
or doctrine in divinity has been thought expedient on theſe occaſions, 

the doctrine that now calls for your attention, is that of ADOPTION : 
a doctrine of infinite importance to the comfort, and eſtabliſhment of 
the children of God, if rightly underſtood. It cannot however, be 
expected that we ſhould treat upon this ſubject in all the different. 
parts of it, within the compaſs of our circular letter. 


If we conſider it, firſt, as an immanent ad of the divine will, from 
eternity, in which, the eleCt were given to Chriſt, under the relation 
and charaQter of ſons, and children; ſtanding in an eternal and indif- 
ſoluble bond of union, and relation to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
firſt born among many brethren, Rom. viii. 29. Jehovah conſidering 
them as ſons in his predeſtination of them, Eph. i. 5. And on which 
very account he ſends the ſpirit of his fon into their hearts, to witneſs 
the truth of their adoption, and to enable them to plead it, by calling 
God their father, Gal. iv. 6. He conſiders them as ſons in every con- 
dition, even when at the greateſt diſtance from him, as well as when 


called by his grace. See Iſa. xliii. 6. and "John xi. 52. This ap- 


pears by the reaſons of Chriſt's incarnation, becauſe < the children 
& were partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took, 
& part of the ſame.” Heb. ii. 14. We being, in covenant, the ſons, 
and daughters of the. Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. vi. 18. It was neceſſary, 
that Chriſt, our elder brother, ſhould wear the tame nature with us. 
If we conſider theſe things, we may well cry, © Behold, what manner 
* of love the father hath beſtowed —_ us, that we ſhould be called 


* the {ons of God“ 1 John. iii. 1. To be a . is more tl:an to be 
„ | a ſaint, 
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a ſaint, as one obſerves ; How highly ought the children of God, then, 
to think of this great privilege. Yet, we are not to conſider ourſelves 
to be ſons in that ſenſe, in which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to be 
the ſon of God : he is God's own ſon ; his proper ſpn ; the ſon of his 
nature; his only begotten ſon ; John i. 18. We are his adopted ſons ; 
adopted into his family, by an act of ſpecial grace, and favour, and are 
in ſuch a relation to Chriſt, as to be heirs, and joint heirs with him, 
Rom. viii. 17. And the father is ſaid to love us, as he loves Chriſt 
himſelf, John xvii. 23. If theſe things were not recorded in the 
ſcriptures, we ſhould think them too great, and too good to be true. 


But if we conſider this doctrine, ſecondly, as God's ad in time, 
manifeſting, and making known our adoption, by ſending his holy 
ſpirit, as a ſpirit of adoption into our hearts, crying Abba father, Rom. 
vin. 15. Gal. iv. 6. it will appear to be marvellous grace indeed! 
'This is that new name, that none knows but he who receives it, Rev. 
u. 1% This is that peculiar ſpirit, which is called the ſpirit of his ſon, 
Gal. iv. 6. That ſpirit, which the ſon of God enjoyed under his dolo- 
rous ſufferings, and on which familiar term he lays ſo peculiar an em- 
phaſis, in his agony in Gethſemane's garden. See Mark xiv. 36.— 
This is that ſpirit of adoption which is oppoſed to a ſpirit of bondage, 
Rom viii. 15. It frees the ſoul from the laviſh fear of hell, in pro- 
portion as it is received. It opens a divine communication between God 
and the ſoul. It gives a ſpiritual turn to the aſſections It makes duty 
eaſy and pleaſant, and conſiders it as a privilege. It retonciles to the 
croſs of Chriſt. It ſubjects the crooked and ſtubborn temper of our 
minds to God's ſovereign pleaſure, not ſo much to talk of it, as to ex- 
emplify the power of it in our temper and conduct. It fills us with 
unſpeakable love to the perſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It makes us 
willing to do, and fuffer any thing for him that he requires, and com- 
mands. It fills us with love to the brethren. It begets an eſteem for 
the miniſters, and ſervants of Chriſt. A high regard for ordinances. 
A profound reſpect for the doctrines of the goſpel. And a fincere at- 
tachment to the ſcriptures of truth which contain theſe things. The 
ſpirit of bondage is reverſe to all this. So that we may ſee the excel - 
lency of the /pirit of adoption by contraſting it with its oppoſite, All 
which will appear from the following conſiderations, 


1ſt. The ſpirit of adoption is attended with true ſaving faith, 
| « For 


3. 9 


For we are all the children of God by faith in Chriſt, Jeſus, Gal. 
Mi. 26. that is, manifeſted and declared to be ſo; for thoſe who re- 


ceive Chriſt, have power or privilege to become the ſons of God, even 


thoſe who believe on his name. | See John i. 12, This true ſaving 
faith realizes Chriſt in all his benefits; brings them home to our ſouls, 


und makes them our own : it introduces a freedom and intercourſe with 


God himſelf, by claiming our relation as ſons, pleading it in a way of 
believing; bur more eſpecially when the faints are ſealed with the holy 


— Fpivit of promiſe, which is after they believe, they have then the car- 


neſt of their inheritance, Eph. i. 13, 14. That inheritance they are 
entitled to as adopted ſons, and which they have a more clear and ſa- 


tis factory view of than before, which is aſcertained to their ſouls by the 


ſpirit of God, as the ſpirit of adoption, Now the want of this leaves 
a man like a . ſlave beneath the throne.” | Nothing but the hip can keep 
him in any tolerable degree of awe ; and if the whip be out of fight, his 
religion will be ſuperficial ; nor will the precious truths of God, ever 
faſten on his ſoul, to produce any gracious fruits; becauſe he conſiders 
the doctrines of the goſpel, expreſſed at the head of our letter, as wat- 
ters of opinion only, which he has no objection to, but not as matters 
of faith received by the ſpirit of God, as a ſpirit of adoption, into the 
ſoul of a true believer. Now this is the reaſon why ſome think, that 
truth believed, however good in itſelf; is not ſufficient to influence. to a 
virtuous and pious conduct, or to regulate the ſpirits, and tempers of 
profeſſors. Not conſidering, that ſancłiſic ation of the ſpirit, and belief 
of the truth. are cemented together, ſee 2 Theſ. ii. 13. and that Chriſt 
ſays, Joha xvii. 17. „ ſandify them through thy truth." If therefore 
there be a deficiency in our conduct, their is a deficiency: in our faith. 

Men act according to what they really think, and believe, though not 


| always according to what they profeſs. If a man has received the ſpirit 


of adoption into his ſoul, his conduct will be ypright, becauſe he has 


received the love of the truth contrary to thoſe mentioned in 2 Theſ. ji. 


10, who are ſaid not to receive it in this manner; all ſuch will be cri- 
tically, and ingeniouſly wicked under the higheſt profeſſion of mora- 
lity: and it has been remarked, that the groſſeſt falls of profeſſors have 
ariſen from thoſe who have ſeemed the moſt ſcrupulous, which can be 
accounted for on no other ground, than the want of that faith, by which 
we are manifeſtly known to be the adopted children of l which 
will lead us further to eher Mt 7 


0 


S 
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adly. That the ſpirit of adoption, as oppoſed to a legal ſpirit, is al- 
ways attended with {rue and genuine- holineſs. Thoſe who are privi- 
leged to become the ſons of God by adoption, receive ſuch a ſpiritual 
birth, as lies at the foundation of all thoſe holy, and ſpritual actings 
of the ſoul, which they are enabled to put forth, under the divine in- 
fluences of that ſame bleſſed ſpirit, who is the author of them. 80 
that they may be truly ſaid to be born of God,” John i, 13. And 
have ſuch immortal principles formed in their ſouls by the ſame ſpirit, 
that ferbid them to love, cheriſh, or take any delight in fin, In this 
ſenſe, © the ſons of God are led by the ſpirit of God,” Rom. viii. 
14. which ſpirit, is a Hiri of holineſs, Rom. i. 4. and always leads 
to that which is ſtrictly ſo. If they were led only by their own 
ſpirit, they would be like other men; but this elevates them to the 
noble character of children, heirs, and ſons of God! and an inſpired 
apoſtle thinks this a good argument againſt fin, when he writes to the 
people of God, that they fin not, he ſpeaks to them under the en- 
dearing character of children, little children, © my little children,” 
their ſtanding in ſuch a relation to God, as their covenant God and 
father, and to his miniſters as their ſpiritual fathers, are ſtrong incen- 
tives to a truly gracious ſoul, to perſevere in holineſs of heart, lip, and 
life. If a child of God under temptation doubts his ſonſhip or adop- 
tion, he is injured in that which is the very ſoul, and finew of all his 
obedience ; therefore, it is not to be wondered at, that Satan ſtruck. ſo 
hard at Chriſt himſelf in this matter, with his cruel If thou be the 
fon of God! Matt. iv. 6. So far as ſatan may be permitted to prevail 
againſt the adopted ſons of God, with his cruel , fo far he prevails 
to weaken that ſpring which ſtimulates the ſaints to all gra- 
cious, holy, and pious actions. Now, no legaliſt has ſuch a ſpring to 
weaken, The principles and motions that iaduce him to an outward 
walk, and conduct, re very different; they all center in ſelf, The 
ſpirit of adoption is a bleſſing of the covenant of grace. It is one of 
the things of Chriſt, which the holy ſpirit is ſaid to ſhew to us. See 
John xvi. 14, 15. but the Holy Ghoſt, will never abuſe his charge, 
by ſhewing ſuch things as theſe to the legaliſt, as ſuch, to feed his 
pride, and vanity, and eſtabliſh his ſelf-righteouſnels ; therefore, ſuch 
a one can never be holy, whatever pretention he may make; becauſe he 
has not that which is the ſpring and ſource of all holineſs, viz, the 
ſpirit we haye now bern deſcribing. Which will lead us, 


B 2dlv, To 
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zlly, To ſhew, that this bleſſed ſpirit of adoption, as oppoſed to a 
ſpirit of bondage, is attended with true humility and real dignity, Hu- 


mility and dignity, pride and meannefs go together, A child, an heir, 


cannot forget, that he is no more a ſervant, (or one of a ſervile ſpirit) 
but a ſon, Gal. iv. 7. Such an idea entertained in a gracious heart, 
under the influences of the Holy Ghoſt, will produce dignity, and pro- 


prixy of condutt ; and will be a ſecurity againſt every baſe, vile, and 


unworthy action. And at the fame time, it will keep ſuch a perſon 
humble, and low in his own eyes, becauſe he knows that "his adop- 
tio. is a ſovereign act of diſcriminating grace, and that there is no 
room left for boaſting. Hey does glory, it is true, but not like the 


proud man, who glories in himſelf, but like the humble man, who 


glories only in the Lord, 1 Cor. 31. This was the caſe with the poor 
prodigal, he had a ſenſe of dignity, in the depth of his poverty, he 
could not forget that he had a tender, and an indulgent father, who 


Vas truly his father, notwithſtanding he had been an undutiful ſon to- 
wards him ; he does not think lightly of this relation to his father, 


nor does he ſuppoſe that his miſerable ſituation would have any weight 
with his father, independent of this endearing relation ; but is deter- 
mined to plead this, as the firſt, and principal thing, by uſing the ap- 


pellation of father, before he proceeds to make any confeſſions, or aſk | 


any favour. This true dignity of ſpirit is peculiar to God's adopted 
ſons. If the prodigal had never thought of this relation, he had con- 
tinued with his ſwine, to his dying day. Now in this man, we have 
a ftriking inſtance of true humility, though a ſon, he does not think 
himſelf worthy of any ſuch character, or relation; which is ftriftly 
true of all the adopted children of God. Yea, he wiſhes to be made as 
one of the hired ſervants: but this plea is not to be admitted, the fa- 
ther prevents his making it, by calling for the beſt robe, &c. See 
Luke xv. 18, 22. Our cyvenant God, and father, will always make 


a a proper diftinftion between children, and ſervants ; however froward 


ſome of his children may appear to be, yet he has other ways of chaſtif- 
ing them, than by diſinheriting them, and making them no other- 
wiſe than hired ſervants. But thoſe who are not the adopted ſons of 


God, have a very different father, whoſe ſpirit they imbibe, and are 


the very image of him, for they are of him, even of their father the 
devil, for they do his works, and imbibe his ſpirit ; now, this is a 
ſpirit of pride, and meanneſs, in oppoſition to what we have been | 
. pride, in that they ſcorn, and reject the ſovereiga grace 
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of God, which difcriminates his ſons, and heirs from other men, 
becauſe it is inconſiſtent. with thoſe haughty notions they entertain 
of their own ſufficiency ; meanneſs, in that they can make themſelves 
ſubſervient to the wills, and humours of their fellow worms, ra- 
ther then regard the ſole will and pleaſure of that God, who is ca- 
pable of filling their ſouls, and making them completely happy in 

himſelf. ) No, they cannot regard this God as their father, becauſe 
they have a father who is not in heaven, but a father whoſe ap- 
pointed reſidence is in hell! John viii. 44. Awful as this may 
ſeem, it is true, Nor can ſuch ever ariſe to an} higher ſpirit than 
this, who never received the ſpirit of adoption. Again, 


IAthly. This bleſſed ſpirit of adoption, as oppoſed to a ſpirit of 
bondage, is attended with unaffefted, and undiſſembled love to the 
brethren. All who are born of God, or born of the ſpirit, as a 
ſpirit of adoption, love not only him that begor, but him alſo ha 
« is begotten of him,” ſee 1 John v. 1. There is a ſtronger, and 
nearer tie of relationſhip betwee#, two adopted ſons of God, than 
there is between any natural relstionſhip ſuſtained in this life; for 
the grave diſſolves all of this kind, but neither death, nor the grave 
can diſſolve the relation that fubſiſts between two adopted ſons and 
heirs of God. There may, it is true, be very ſtrong religious at- 
tachment between perſons making profeſſion of the ſame faith with 
ourſelves, without any thing of the ſpirit of a loption ; and there 
may be ſome works of mercy, and charity performed in a religious 
way on this account, without this excellent ſpirit we are now ſpeak- 
thg of; but it all centers in ſelf, and is the offspring of the ſpirit of 
bondage. We naturally love our dear ſelves, and conſequently we 
love thoſe who love us, which is peculiar to the vileſt, and loweſt of 
characters, ſee Matt. v. 46. And this may be the caſe under a very 
high profeſſion of ſanctity ; hence hat bitter envyings and ftrife, are 
ſometimes ſound among thoſe who make the higheſt pretentions to 
religion | The truth of the matter is this: ſelf was at the botton of 
all their love, and ſelf is now at the bottom of all their hate. Not 
ſo the adopted ſons of God, for though they may unhappily diſagree, 
and grieve each other; yet there is ſuch a bond of union, and ſuch 
- A firm cementing of their hearts and affeAtions together, under the 
influence of this ſpirit of adoption, that he muſt be à very ignorant 

man in divine things, who cannot fee ſomething of the workings o 
"30 J 2 | this 
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this excellent, and godlike ſpirit, in ſome of their warmeſt con- 
tentions. The truth is, two adopted fons can underſtand one an- 
other, having received the ſame fpirit ; but an adopted ſon, and a 
legalift are as barbarians to each other, It is the principle upon 
Which the adopted ſons of God act in their works of mercy and 
charity towards their brethren, that Chriſt will take ſo much notice 
of at the great judgment day; becauſe he conſiders theſe works 
done towards his brethren, as done to himſelf, Matt. xxv. 40. It 
is true, theſe adopted ſons lay no great ſtreſs upon thoſe works of 
theirs, for it ſeems, they had forgot them : on the 'contrary, the 
legaliſts lay fo great a ſtreſs upon their works, that they challenge 
Chriſt himſelf to point out wherein they had heen deficient in any 
part of thein, ver. 44. What! legaliſts never perform works of 
mercy and charity? Yea, they have done many mighty works, and 
theſe are none of the leaſt : yea, they have ſometimes (notwithſtand- 
ing all their covetouſneſs) ſufſered themſelves to be defrauded of their 
property to a large amount by deceivers, to the great injury of them- 
ſelves and families; though they have greatly lighted the real ſaints, 
and people of God, at the ſame time : and at other times, they have 
relieved the adopted ſons of God, as well as other people, when they 
have come in their way ; but never as adopted children, under the- 
influence of the ſpirit of adoption; and unleſs we could conceive, 
that there was ſo much merit in the act of relieving a diſtreſſed object 
as fuch, as to deſerve eternal glory and bleſſedneſs, we can never ſup- 
poſe it will meet with any ſuch approbation of Chriſt, as that which 
is directed to himſelf alone, which legaliſts never can attain to.— 
Therefore, Chriſt ſays, 4 Inſomuch as ye did it not to one of the 
« leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me,” ver. 45. Whatever the le- 
galiſt may be ſaid to have done, he never did it as unto Chriſt ; he 
could as ſoon make a world as do ſuch a thing as this. Whatever he 
did, he did it to himſelf, either for his 6wn pleaſure, or to procure 
eternal life and happineſs. There can be no love to an adopted ſon, 
but as we receive the fame ſpirit with him, and ſuch acts as ariſe 
from this, and no other, will meet with Chriſt's approbation another 
day: further, this bleſſed ſpirit of adoption, as oppoſed to a ſpirit of 
bon dage, is 2 | ; 


Sly, The only principle that can reflore a bachfiiding phild from 
a ſtate of declenſion in religion, and ſecure him from ſuch a defection 
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in the ſame, as would ifſue in a ſhameful apoſtacy ; which ſometimes 
happens tothe great reproach of the truth, and the ways of God; for 
be it remembered © he who is only a ſervant, and not a ſon, abideth 
« not in the houſe for ever,” John viii, 33. When ſuch apoſtatize 
they manifeſtly ſhew, they never had the ſpirit of a ſon, but only that 
of a ſervant, they were ſtrangers in Chriſt's family, they were de- 
© tained before the Lord, like Doeg the Edomite, x Sam. xxi. 7, 
They are always deceitful, and ſometimes miſchievous among the 
children; till either death, or their apoſtacy turn them out of doors, 
Not fo the adopted ſons of God, for though they may fall, and ſome- 
times grievouſly, ſo as to need a ſecond converſion, like Peter, Luke 
Xxii. 32. Vet never to nced a ſecond regeneration ; the holy fpirit 
works upon that ſame principle wrought in their ſouls when they 
were firſt regenerated, and does not form any other; they know, alſo 
what ſpirit they received when they were firſt brought to cry Abba 
father, and it is on this principle the holy ſpirit works their reſtora- 
tion, and recovery, as is manifeſt from the manner in which they 
are addreſſed in their backſliding ſtate, “ as dear ſons, and pleaſant 
« children,“ Ju. xxxi. 20. And where the Lord himſelf ſeems to 
reaſon with himſelf, how he ſhould put ſuch as theſe among the chil- 
dren ; he reſolves the difficulty by ſaying, They ſhould call him fa- 
ther, and this ſhould be ſecurity for their not turning away from him 
in future. See Jer. 111. 19. Children are to be treated as children, 
ſlaves as ſlaves. If faints ever ſee the evil nature of fin, it is under 
the influence of the ſpirit of adoption. If God fays, © return, ye 
© backſliding children; their anſwer is, “ behold, we come unto 
« thee,” Jer. iii, 22. It is then they repent, ſmite upon their thigh, 
and are aſhamed and confounded before the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 19.— 
And this is the beſt ſecurity for their conduct in future. Both before 
their backſliding, and after their recovery from ſuch a ſtate, & they 
« follow the Lord, as dear children,” Eph. v. 1. which the legaliſt, 
as ſuch, never does at any time: further, this bleſſed * of 0 
tion, as ee to a ſpirit of bondage, does 


* and laſtly, Diſcover itſelf in enabling thoſe who have re- 
ceived it, 10 trufl their covenant God, and father with all their tempo= 
ral concerns, and affairs, in regard to the things of this world. The 
adopted ſons of God have their afflictions, of a temporal, as well as 
ef a ſpiiitual nature; otherwiſe they would be baftards, and not 
| ſons. 


and their bow ; the adopted children live by faith in regard to tempo- 


no other than temporal concerns. But the legaliſt's heart js ſwollen 
with pride, in the reception of theſe bleſſings, and everwhelmed with 


ſpirit of adoption, in oppoſition to what we have now been contraſt« 
are reſerved for us in another, and better ſtate z according to the words 


« asheis,” John iii. 2. To whom be glory for ever! Amen, 
54 "4 1 Þ „ 


14 3 
ſons. See Heb. xii. 7, 8. But they conſider that their heavenly 1 
ther knows that they have need of temporal mercies, Matt. vi. 


32. they therefore refer themſelves to his wiſe diſpoſal in theſe mat- 
ters, whilſt the Eſau's of this world, live by their wits, their quiver . 


ral, as well as ſpiritual concerns, Their temporal mercies are to 
them, as one expreſſes it, © Iſaacs, ſons of laughter.” They come 
in an unexpected way and manner, They fee God in them, and 
taſte of the ſweetneſs of the promiſes in the enjoyment of them, 
They are to them ſpiritual mercies, though the things themſelves are 


ſorrow in the want of them; ſuch a ſorrow that works death, 2 Cor, 
Vil. 10. 


Now brethren, we wiſh you to enjoy this divine, and heaven-born 


ing, as contrary to it. Then we ſhall bring forth fruit, not to our- 
ſelves, but to God. Then we ſhall know, not only what the ſons of 
God enjoy in this life, but ſhall have a taſte of thoſe plcaſures which 


of an inſpired apoſtle, © Beloved now are we the ſons of God, 
« and it doth not yet appear phat we ſhall be: but we know, that 
& when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him 


Signed, on behalf of the Aſſembly, by the Moderator, 
WILLIAM VIDLER. 


